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seeks no acquisition of territory as a result of the war with
Serbia"—a resolution calculated both to safeguard what
Tisza regarded as the special interests of Hungary, and to
prevent Italian claims to compensation and intervention on
the part of the Powers. It was also decided that the ulti-
matum should not be presented until it was certain that
Poincare had left Russia. For otherwise Berchtold feared
that'"to take such a step at the moment when the President
of the French Republic was being feted as the guest of the
Tsar might conceivably be interpreted as a political affront,
which we wish to avoid." Moreover, he feared it would be
unwise to threaten Belgrade while "the peace-loving, hesi-
tating Tsar and the cautious Sazonov were subject to the
immediate influence of the two instigators, Poincare and
Izvolski"; then Russia, under the influence of the "cham-
pagne-mood" of the warm Franco-Russian toasts and the
chauvinism of the French President, Izvolski, and the
Grand Duke Nicholas, would be more likely to intervene
with military action.75 After the date had been changed
several times, it was ultimately decided that if the ulti-
matum were not presented in Belgrade until after 5 P.M.
on Thursday, July 23, the news could not reach St. Peters-
burg until after Poincare and Viviani had embarked on the
waters of the Baltic, and were safely out of touch with the
Russian authorities.76
Why did Tisza change his mind and consent to an ulti-
matum and the idea of immediate local war with Serbia?
75 Berchtold's report to Francis Joseph, July 14; and Berchtold to
Szogyeny, July 15; A.R.B., I, 19, 21; KIX, 49, 50.
7« For the high importance of waiting until Russia had recovered from
the "champagne-mood" and Poincare's influence, see telegrams between
Berchtold and the Austrian Ambassador in Paris, July 12-16, deciphered
by the French and published by Poincare, IV, 283 f.; A.R.B., I, 19, 21,
26, 36, 39, 57, 62; K.D., 50, 65, 69, 80, 93, 108, 112, 127. That Berchtold's
fears were not without foundation may be seen from the accounts which
Paleologue, Buchanan, and Szdpary, the French, British, and Austrian
Ambassadors in St. Petersburg, have given of the Poincare visit; see
below, ch. vi.

